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(57)Abstract: . . 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To effectively mitigate impact to a driver s 
knee by a secondary collision without narrowing front space of a driver's 

SOLUTION: An operation mechanism part 11 operated by a shift lever 30 is 
fixed to a steering column 92, and the steering column 92 and the operation 
mechanism part 11 are both covered with a column cover 94. The operat,on 
mechanism part 11 is arranged in a vehicular forward position from a 
secondary collision expected part 96 by a driver's knee to the column cover 
94 An impact absorbing space 97 is formed vehicularly backward from the 
operation mechanism part 11 and in between the secondary collision 
expected part 96 of the column cover 4 and the steering column 92. An 
impact absorbing part 106 of a metal plate 100 fixed to the steering column 
92 or the operating mechanism part 1 1 is extended to the space 97, and 
when the driver's knee causes a secondary collision, the impact absorbing 
part 106 plastically deforms and absorbs energy. 
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